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Introduction:  How do you feel when you see the government and banks making decisions that are certain to oppress you and your children?   A large corporation gets billions of dollars from the government, but no one knows where it went or who has it now.   Someone is laying up treasure on the earth somewhere.  Everyday people are losing their jobs while a few enrich themselves beyond the dreams of avarice.  Junkets to the Caribbean.  3,000 dollar toilets in the office.  500 dollars for a haircut that will grow back in a month.  And, all this at the expense of hard working common people who just wants to feed, cloth and house their families.  If this sounds like a call to social activism…IT IS NOT!
Because the believing church has not been called to social activism.  We have not been called to change the world, but to “be transformed ourselves by the renewing of our minds.” Change is internal and Holy Spirit driven.   Jesus put it clearly enough to those who are listening.

John 18:35-37   35 ……Your own nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what have You done?"  36 Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm."  37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice."

The New Testament, under whose authority the church lives and preaches, clearly acknowledges the evils of this present world, but the call to action is entirely counter intuitive to human nature.  Our Lord and James both put these present circumstances in perspective. Just imagine that day in Palestine 2000 years ago.  

The Sovereign creator of the universe is standing before a petty provincial governor.  Pilate is a man riddled with corruption and fear.  He is an oppressor of God’s people.  He does not know that he rules at the whim and pleasure of the man he is ready to condemn.  Pilate, like rulers in our day, believe that might makes right.  If you have the power then YOU are sovereign. Jesus just lets Pilate go right on thinking that.  Why, because until Jesus comes in power, His Kingdom is a kingdom of the heart.  It is heavenly and untainted by the sin of this world.  And it overcomes the world.  The entire force of the worlds lone superpower [Rome] failed to stop or even impede the advance of Christ’s church.  Today’s superpowers will not do it either. 
With that in mind let’s see how James instructs us to Guard our hearts in an age of corruption and injustice.  James reveals three vital truths that you need to know.
· Know that God is Fully Aware of Injustice  [1-6]

· Know that Complete Justice Comes with Christ’s Return [7-9]

· Know that God’s Compassion and Mercy are Revealed in Such Times [10-11]
Know that God is Fully Aware of Injustice  [1-6]

James 5:1-6  Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you.  2 Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten.  3 Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!  4 Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.  5 You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  6 You have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he does not resist you.  

Come now, you rich:  The rich of James’ day were often that way because they cared only for riches. Many of you have passed up opportunities to enrich yourselves because the cost was too high.  It required shady accounting or something illegal.  You have chosen to be content with what God gave.  The rich in this verse were not like this.  They did everything for their present comfort, power and affluence.  As far as they were concerned there was no future beyond today.  
Weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you:  There is a future misery for this type of rich man.  Do not think for one moment that the crimes of our present day are going unnoticed by God.  God noticed it then and He is still does.
Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten:  This is what happens to all material possessions and clothes.  It is a law of physics.  The people of James’ day did not have investment banking and mutual funds.  They accumulated possessions as a hedge against the future. One of two things will always happen to them.  This is a guarantee from Jesus and from the nature of this world. 

· They will rot or lose their value or be stolen

Matthew 6:19-21   19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 "But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;  21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

· You will die and leave them all behind.  

Luke 12:16-21  16 And He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich man was very productive.  17 "And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?'  18 "Then he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  19 'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."'  20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'  21 "So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."

Their rust will be a witness against you…. The pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries out against you:  God will pile up everything that such a man accumulates and the debt he refused to pay and use it as “prosecution exhibit A” in the day of judgment. 

Reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth:  This is the “Lord of Hosts”  This means the Commander of the Armies of heaven.  This is a great name for God when He is fighting for you.  It is fearful and even terrifying when He brings you into judgment for oppressing His people.  
It is in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!:  It is horrifying to think that people are this oblivious to their own mortality and the worthlessness of their possessions when they face God. Such a person has made the fatal error of the man in Jesus’ story. “'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you;”  Luke 12:20  May God help us to see ourselves in this passage.  We may not be rich by our standard but we are by someone’s.  Don’t waste your life on material possessions.  Not only will they not be the currency of the realm in the life to come, but depending on how you acquire them they may be used as evidence against you in the court of heaven.  Either way they are worthless to you in eternity. 
You have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he does not resist you:  What the wicked rich  fail to realize is that God fights for the oppressed and in the final day all accounts will be settled in full.  Men may lie, cheat, steal and kill to get what they want in this world, but it will all be lost.  God will use it to prosecute them with and He is the fearsome and all powerful Lord before whom they will stand. 

Revelation 20:11-12  11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them.  12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.
God’s Word here is scathing and ominous.  He is pointing His finger in the face of oppressors from every age.  He demeans the value of what they hold so dear.  He considers them bankrupt or even worse.  They are criminals in the righteous courts of heaven.  Their standing on earth is in no way their standing before God.  And after this tirade…He just stops.  And just like that, lowers His voice and begins to speak to the oppressed.  Why the abrupt change?
Because you need to know that God knows.  The fact that the wicked get away with these things in plain daylight and nobody lifts a finger against them IS NOT YOUR CONCERN!  Do you hear me.  It is God’s concern.  The rant of verses 1-6 is God’s rant.  The judgment that is coming is God’s judgment.   As believers, we need to trust God on this.  We need to watch it unfolding with patience and even calmness.  

Know that Complete Justice Comes with Christ’s Return [7-9]

James 5:7-117 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.  8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  9 Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.  10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord:  We have more hope than the farmer.  He is dependent on the weather and other factors.  We are dependent on God.  What we have in common is this.  Justice like crops do not come overnight.  We can wait because we know that nothing is going to go unjudged. 
You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near:  It is not near because of world events.  World events are not a predictor of the Lord’s return.  He comes when unexpected.  If they were Christ would not have repeatedly warned His disciples that they could not know the time.   

Mark 13:32  32 "But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.

Acts 1:6-7   6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, "Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority;

Patience strengthens your heart while the world is going haywire.  It is not a hunkered down endurance.  It is not a “boy are they going to get theirs attitude.”  It is hope that is taken from this world and placed in Christ.  What will it take to finally get you to hope in Christ dear ones?  Good times will never do that.  Affluence and freedom will have us hoping in the United States of America or our soaring 401K.  Peter wrote to…
1 Peter 1:1   Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens,  

Paul also reminded those aliens that their……

Philippians 3:20-21  20 ….. citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door:  While we are waiting for and hoping in Christ we are to obey Christ.  How can we hope to see the judge when we too are defying Him. You may not be the wicked rich, but God is watching you too.  He hears the gossip and hateful speech.  He hears the complaints against your spouse or fellow believer. Although the Scripture makes it clear that a believer’s judgment is not one to condemnation, He is, nevertheless,  the judge and…..He is listening at the door. Allow His Word today, to discern your thoughts and intentions.  Know that His ears hear every word we say. 

Hebrews 4:12-13  the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.
Know that God’s Compassion and Mercy are Revealed to you through Suffering [10-11]
James 5:10-11  10 As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  11 We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets: I thought we were talking about the judgment of God on wicked oppressors.  Yes we were, but that is really none of our concern.  That is entirely up to God.  He chooses the when and the how, but guarantees that it will come to pass.  
James abruptly stopped talking about the oppressors after giving God’s opinion of them and explaining their certain future.  He is now talking to the oppressed.  The little guy.  In this case brothers and sisters, because only the born again will be able to receive this instruction.  It is spiritual in nature and aims to turn the eyes of our hearts away from the wicked rich and toward our Lord.  He uses the example of the prophets and of Job because they were oppressed by the wicked and by Satan, but not destroyed.  
You have ….. seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings:  They were unjustly treated, but in their trials they sought and found God entirely able and fully satisfying.  This is the value of oppression.  I continue to use that word, because it is a word that has sprung up in America in the recent past, to describe the destruction of prosperity and comfort.  It speaks of a few taking away the wealth of many.  God is against this and will destroy wicked oppressors, but the church is to turn her eyes to her Savior, The Lord Jesus.  The Prophets were unjustly treated by the kings and the people.  Job was oppressed by Satan himself.  Both received this trial by the will of the Sovereign God.  Brothers and Sisters…God still rules in this world.  Another world dictator was brought to his knees and his senses while he still lived.  His name was Nebuchadnezzar.  Afterward he said, 
Daniel 4:34-35  34 ……"I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom endures from generation to generation.  35 "All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What have You done?'

The Lord is full of compassion and is merciful: This is the outcome of God’s dealings with His people.  Compassion is when God cares deeply from the heart about the sufferings and oppressions of His people.  God loves you from the heart.  He is not obligated to be nice to you.  The Greek word means He is “deeply moved in His inward parts” by your trials.  Know this brethren.
Mercy is what God shows you because of how He feels about you.  They are different but very closely associated.  It is important to know that God has tender feelings for you in your life.  If you will purpose in your heart today to wait patiently on the Lord of Heaven. The Sovereign King of Creation,  considering the men of Scripture that did the same, you to will see the outcome of His dealings with you.  You will experience the full compassion and mercy of God as He both cares about you and cares for you in hard times. 
CONCLUSION:  
It is easy to forget that our Sovereign God is not sweeping anything under the rug.  Rulers may steal millions from the poor, but God knows where every penny is and who took it.  James primarily rails against the wicked rich here to remind you that He is fully aware of everything that is going on and there will be absolute justice to come.  It is His justice and His judgment.  We have nothing to do with it.  We do not need to curse the wicked or fear the wicked oppressor. God will take care of them in time. 
Instead, believers are to patiently look for Christ to return.  There may be some judgment on the wicked before then, but we can absolutely expect a full and righteous accounting when Christ returns.  James, Paul and Peter all remind us that we are living here with a resident alien green card.  Our citizenship is in heaven.  Our King is there, but is expected back momentarily.  

While we wait,  we are to band together as a church of redeemed believers.  We are to love one another fiercely.  We are not to complain against one another.  There is plenty of opposition from the wicked rich.  We certainly do not need to oppose one another “in family.”  God is watching us too as a father watches over His dear children. 

How are you feeling and thinking about these hard times?  

· Are you afraid of the future?  Please stop doing that today!
Isaiah 46:9-10  9 "Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,  10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure';

Psalm 33:10-11  0 The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples.  11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation.

Isaiah 14:24   24 The LORD of hosts has sworn saying, "Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand, 

· Are you angry at how the wicked prosper?  
Psalm 37:1-8  A Psalm of David. Do not fret because of evildoers, Be not envious toward wrongdoers.  2 For they will wither quickly like the grass And fade like the green herb.  3 Trust in the LORD and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness.  4 Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart.  5 Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.

· Are you frustrated with the injustice of it?  
 Psalm 73:1-28  …..As for me, my feet came close to stumbling, My steps had almost slipped.  3 For I was envious of the arrogant As I saw the prosperity of the wicked.  4 For there are no pains in their death, And their body is fat.  5 They are not in trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like mankind.  6 Therefore pride is their necklace; The garment of violence covers them.  7 Their eye bulges from fatness; The imaginations of their heart run riot.  8 They mock and wickedly speak of oppression; They speak from on high.  9 They have set their mouth against the heavens, And their tongue parades through the earth….. 11 They say, "How does God know? And is there knowledge with the Most High?"  12 Behold, these are the wicked; And always at ease, they have increased in wealth.  13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure And washed my hands in innocence;  ……..When I pondered to understand this, It was troublesome in my sight  17 Until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I perceived their end.  18 Surely You set them in slippery places; You cast them down to destruction.  19 How they are destroyed in a moment! They are utterly swept away by sudden terrors!   …….Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.  26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever…..  But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, That I may tell of all Your works.
This should all go over to God today.  He tells us He knows, so that we will be able to spend our spiritual energy patiently living, loving and serving one another, in the church.  At just the right time Our Blessed Savior will return to set the world right.  It is a certainty dear ones.  You may be at ease in Christ. We may say with the Psalmist: 
Psalm 115:1-9  Not to us, O LORD, not to us, But to Your name give glory Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.  2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?"  3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.  4 Their idols are silver and gold, The work of man's hands.  5 They have mouths, but they cannot speak; They have eyes, but they cannot see;  6 They have ears, but they cannot hear; They have noses, but they cannot smell;  7 They have hands, but they cannot feel; They have feet, but they cannot walk; They cannot make a sound with their throat.  8 Those who make them will become like them, Everyone who trusts in them.  9 O Israel, trust in the LORD; He is their help and their shield.
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